[image: image1.jpg]


Pennsylvania Council of Churches
What’s Wrong with Gambling?
The Commission on Public Witness of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches urges you to write, telephone or visit your state legislators to ask them to stop the expansion of legalized gambling. A better way to fund government services is through just and equitable taxation. 
Gambling hurts individuals and families 
First, gambling is deceptive and deceitful. A few big winners receive lots of publicity, and there’s no truth in their advertising. For those few to win big, there are many, many more who are losers. Some gamblers cannot afford to lose and should not gamble. When gamblers lose what they cannot afford to lose, they lose, their families lose, and society—that’s you and me—loses, too. 

Second, gambling can be addictive. The gambler suffers. Families are broken. Children are poorly cared for. Poverty, bankruptcy, and criminal activity are the results of the addiction. Some lives are completely destroyed while others are significantly harmed. 
Gambling hurts all of us in society! 
Third, gambling costs society more than the state or municipalities receive. There are negative consequences for gamblers, their families, and their communities. These consequences are for more costly than the value of revenues from gambling licenses and fees. 

Finally, gambling will not produce the amount of state revenue promised by gambling supporters. Gambling funds are not a reliable or stable source of revenue for state programs. In other states, programs supported by gambling revenues experience a continuing decrease in their funding base. Programs funded with gambling money often fail to meet their financial obligations and revert to tapping the general tax dollars. 

Gambling problems affect us all, whether we are young or old, male or female, poor or rich. Legalized gambling makes the poor poorer and pushes individuals and families into poverty. Social economic costs include homelessness, divorce, abuse, and suicide. Criminal justice costs include fraud, embezzlement, stealing, child neglect, and homicide. 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES SUPPORTING OPPOSITION TO GAMBLING/GAMBLING EXPANSION

1 CORINTHIANS 8

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that "all of us possess knowledge." Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "no idol in the world really exists," and that "there is no God but one."  Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.  "Food will not bring us close to God."  We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do.  But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.  For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols?  So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

This passage speaks to the issue of not putting stumbling blocks—temptation—before those who are weak and unable to resist.

EZEKIEL 34:2B-5, 7-10

Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves!  Should not shepherds feed the sheep?  You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep.  You have not strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not bound up the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with force and harshness you have ruled them.  So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they became food for all the wild animals…Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:  As I live, says the Lord God, because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there was no shepherd; and because my shepherds have not fed my sheep; therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:  Thus says the Lord God, I am against the shepherds; and I will demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves.  I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them.

This speaks to the greed of the “shepherds” (persons in positions of power), taking food that should have gone to the sheep (the people they have a responsibility to serve).  The consequence is that the sheep will suffer as a result.

PSALM 82:3-5

“Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.  Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”  They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk around in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

This passage speaks to our responsibility as people of faith to protect the weak from harm

ACTS 2:44-47

All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.

This speaks to the issue of equity, how we should share what we have in order that all may have enough.










